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BY-LA WS,
~c. ~c.

1.

A LL By-Laws, Rules, Orders, and Regulations, at any All formerLaws aD~

time or times heretofore made by the authority ofthis Lodge Dull.d.

for the well ordering and governing thereof, are hel\Cby
annulled and made void.

H.
This Lodge shall assemble on the Second, Fourth, and

Days of •• 
Fifth Friday, (when it shall occur) in every Month, at Seven sembling.

o'clock ill the Evening precisely, and also on the Twenty-
Seventh day of every December, and each Fifth Friday
shall be a Master's Lodge, which Assemblies shall
be deemed Ge neral or Public Lodges. The 'Vorshipflll

Master, or, in his absence the Senior ""arden, may, by vir-

tue of his authority, at any time convene a Lodge, but any
Brother or Candidate requiring a Lodge of Emergency shall
defray the expense of the same.

Cop
yr

ig
ht

 W
or

ce
st

er
sh

ire
 M

as
on

ic

Li
br

ar
y 

an
d 

M
us

eu
m

 Tr
us

t



4

Ill.
Fille~ for
_liSt lit

l\J elllbers.

Fine)! for
ah.t:!lt Of..
ficer~.

If any Member is absent one hour aftE'r the appointed

time of Meeting. he shall be fined Sixpence, and if absent

the whole evening, or time of business, he shall be fined One

Shilling; no excuse shall be allowed for non-attendance ex

cept in cases of lameness, sickness, or being Ten Miles from

ChE'ltenham. The Treasurer shall be directed to apply for all

Fines, ano if any Brother neglect or refuse to pay the same

for the space of Three Months, without assigning some rea

son which shall appear satisfactory to the Lodge, he shall

be summoned to shew cause why he should not be ex

pelled; and if he do not attend, the summons to be repeated,
to which if he shall neglect to conform, he ~hall thenceforth

cease to be a Member, lInd not Le allowed even to visit

until such Fines be paid, when he ma)' be fully reinstated ill

all his former rights and privileges.

IV.

The Master, ,r ardens, and Secretary, respectively, not

attending" to open the Lodge at the times appointed, to for

feit Two Shillings and ~ixpence each, unless it shall appear

that such non-attendance was ()cca~ioned by sicklll'SS, or

being three miles absent from Cheltenham.

V.

Every person desirous of Iwing initiated into Masonry in

this Lodge mu,t first be proposed and seconded in open

J_odge by a Member thereof, who shall at the time of sueh

pr,gposition deliver in writing to the :Secretary the Christian

and Surname, age, profession, and place of abode of such

, '.",! ;,1.1.", proposed Candidate, and deposit One Guinea in the hands

of the Treasurer; a Ballot shall take place at the Lodge im

mediatdy following, at which, unless more than one nega

tive appear, the Candidate shall bll deemed approved. ]f a

rejt)clion shoultl be the result of the Ballot, the deposit shall

bp. returner! to the Brother who made the pwpositioll, but
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[)

should the Candidate be approved, he may be initiated

at the same, or at any subsequent stated Lodge within

Three Months, and if he neglect to attend within that pe

riod, the Guinea deposited shall be forfeited to the Fund of

the Lodge, but if the initiation take place, the money so df'

po~ited shall bp taken in part of the Initiation Fee.

Note.- Too much cirClIlllipE'ctioo cauDot be ob!ier.ed by a Brotll ...r

who is soliL:ifed to propose a Candidate (or admission to our IIlYs"

teries; he "ill ret'1 lilt" importance of a proper attention to the tem·

per ann disposition, as Wf'J1I 1.5 tbe circomstance~ in Hr", of tue

pt'rson t'l be propost-'d, that neitber tLe iuvaluaule llrivile~es of th~

Order may he r,(Hlferred 011 onworth, oh.ieci!~, nor the dignity arId

consequence (lr the Louge be subject to be in.paired (If an'eolen hy

the admission llf per~olls, "bo, either througb wallt or \Yilfulnt':"s~

mighl bring discltc1it on it.

VI.

Every person initiaterl into M asonry in this Lodge, (ex- ",
• .. J"llllllIfH!

cept servlllg Brethren made agreeably to the Constitution,) l~ee.

shall, upon his initiation, pay the sum of ~ix Guineas, which

shall entitle him to the three rleg'rees, and include the u~ual

charge for Certificate and registering in the Grand Lodge.

VII.

Any Brothlilr having been regularly iuitiated into Ma~onry

in another Lodge, who shall be duly proposed and approved

in the Ballot, may be advan ced to the second or third de-
Brotftt>r ...

gree, and shall pay for each dfgree he receives One Guinea passet! (lr

and an Half to the Fund of the lodge. The Certificate of r.ce'ved.,

his initiation mu~t at the sam", time be produced.

VIII.

Any Brother desirous of being admitted a Member of this Aumission

Lodge shall (arter he has visited the Lodge once) be pro- of )lewhe"

posed by a Member, who shall depollit the sum of One

Guinea as Admission Fee, he shall then be balluuerl for the

ensuing regular Lodge, and unless two negatives appear
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6

shall be admitted, and pay to the Treasurer Two SI.illillgs
and Sixpence for registering his name in the Bonks of the

Grand Lodge, together with a proportion of Subscription due
on the current Half Y E'ar.

Nu/e. - Tbe Brother's Certifiaate of bis Registr, in tlte !.looks of lue

Grand Lodge must be produoed befur. be can I•• reaeived •• a

Member.- Vide Constitution, p.88.

IX.

ViaitingFee The Fee of a visiting Brother shall be fixed by a ma
jority of the Brethren present at any sum not exeeeding Five
Guineas, and in case any Fee shall be required, the same
shall be paid previous to such visitors admission into the
Lodg·e.

x.
Subscrip
tion.

Memoera
withdraw

iug and re
lurnins·

Each Member of this Lodge shall pay into thE' hands of

the Treasurer the snm of One Guinea" Half Y e~rI'y. which
shall be paid in advance, and should any Member be in de
fault of this Article for One Year, he shall be written to ex

pressly by the Secretary, and if 1I0tcomplied with, he j;hall
not be hereafter received even as a Visitor, unlil he shaH

have paid up an his arrears.

No/e.-As tbe obvious tendenoy of tbis Law is to seanre tlte oredit

and dignity of tbe Lodge, Rnd to P"CVcllt uuneccssary llUU impru

dent debale, to tbe inllninently eodangering its 1t,,,uClny aud welfare

it is earnestly bnped tbat no Member will ofrend agains' tlte same.

XI.

Jf any Member shall desire to be discontinuE'd as a Mem
ber, he must give notice of such his intention, either in 0pE'n

Lodge 01' by Letter to the Secretary, and upon paying up
his arrears, if any, he shall bE' discontinued accordingly,
but such brothel' shall at any future time, if so inclined,

Cop
yr

ig
ht

 W
or

ce
st

er
sh

ire
 M

as
on

ic

Li
br

ar
y 

an
d 

M
us

eu
m

 Tr
us

t



7

on application for such purpose, alld on paying IT alf a

Guinea, togethpr with his proportion of ·the Half-Yearly

Subscription of the current Year, be re·admitterl a Membf-r

of this Lodge, proviued he is approved on a Ballot as ill

Article Eighth.
XII.

Every Brother who speaks shall rise and remain standing. H(,""I>,Iil'l'

addressing himself to the Worshipful Master; if more than rllr U,der.

one rise at the same time, thp \Yorshipful Master shall name

the first speaker. No Illelllbel' shall he allowed to spcak

twice on thp same subject, excepting; to rl'ply or explain, un·

less the Worshipful M aster shall think it expedipnt, and no

Entered A pprenticc", Fellow Craft, Visitin~ Brother. or Mem-

bel'. being in arrear, shall presume to speak or vote on any al'.

fairs of the Lodge, unless leave be givl'1I by t.he Worshipfu!

Master, or the arrear or arrears be thl'n paid.

XIII.

The Worshipful Mastl'r nf this Lodge, for the time being',

shall have power to relieve any distrpssed Brother, who may Helier "I'

from time to tinie apply to him at his place of abode, or direct ,!isl,e.",",1BrctlJreu

the Treasurer to do the same with any sum not exceedil1g

Five Shillings, which shall be charged to the Fund of this

Loul?:e.

l\To1t!. - The utmost discrimination will he required in discoverin!! tI,t"

real (rolD prelended nbjecls of Charily; os it i. nolorious .I,,,t

maoJ worthless individuals ftf€' cOlIstautl.v tnneJling the countr) 10

plunder lbe liberal aDd well·;nlention.d.

XIV.

At t.he stated Meeting" next preceding the feast of St. John

the Evangelist, a Master shall be elected by Ballot in Ihe

following manner, viz. the Master for the time being', shall Eie"';,,,, of
1\) a~lcr.

inform the Lodge what Brethren are eligible (vide Book of

Constitutions, page 77), and the ~l'cretary shall d"liver to

every M.ernber present. the several names of such 13rethrl'n

written on different strips of paper. CHch Brother sLlall then

proceed to the BalIot Box by seniority, and put thereill the
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name of him he tnost approves, carefully de:sttoylng or con

cealing the other, so that no otle else may know the name of
the Brother for whom he voles; when all have so done, the

Master shall open the Box, and declare the numbers, and

whoever appears to have the greatest number shall be duly

elpcted Master for the Year ensuing. Where the numhers are

equal, the l\'T aster shall have the casting vote, except there
be more than two Candidates, in which case such as have

('qual numbers shall be ballotted for again.

Nu/e.-Ill the choice of a lYlaster it i:; to he unctenslood Ihal tile quali ..

fiof'tions of ~1E'niber~1 nod not merely ~eniorit.Y, arc to oe attended

to, alld flJi~ Law g.hall he rea,d immediately IlreceQin~ auell electiun-

xv.
Appnint
JIlt'lIl of
\V;\rcl~lJs

anrl olll(':f

O~licer~.

~J rta~arer
l'wd hi.:;

•.:ul) •.

Sendary'.
d ••ly.

On the Festival of ~t. John, after the minute;; hav{~ heen

continued, and the '\'orshipful :'-1aslel' of the ensuing. Year

installed, he shall forthwith proceed to appoint his " O1,rL!cns,
and other Officers.

XVI.

The Treasllrer shall be elected in the same manner and at

the same Meeting as the Master. It shall be his duty to

hold the cash of the Lodge, 1.0 discharge, with the approba

tion of the M aster and Wardens, all Bills due, and keep a

Book of Receipts and Disbursements, which shall be open

at all times to the inspection of the Lodge.

XVII.

The duty of the Secretary shall be to read the Minutes Rnd

enter the transactions of the Lodge on every Night of Med

ing, to keep an exact account of all Ca~h deposited in the

hands of the TreaSUff'r, and to write the Summonse'l in due
time to the Brethren.

XVIII.

Treasurer The Treasurer's Ca~h Book, the Secretary's Minute Book,

ood ,snecre- or any Property, of whatever description, shall, upon no oc-'"')' ooks •
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9

casion be taken out of the Lodge without the COII~ent of the

Worshipful Master.
XIX.

The Treasurer's Accounts shall be audited on the Lodge Aodit or

Night prE:ceding the }'east of St. John the Evanp;elist by Acr.oo"ls

some two Brethren appointed by the Lodge for that purpose,

who shall sign their approbation thereof.

XX.

In order to preserve due decorum /lnd prevent irreg •.•- .
I .. . I L cl h M h 1I h l\1r' Steward.antles HI t le 0 ge, t e aster sa, at t e 'H'etlllg ne\t .nd their

af,er his Election, and when the Minutes are confirmed, ap- doty.

point two of the Brethren to act as Stewards, who shall en-

gage punctually and regularly to attend to the duties of their

Office, unless prevented by indisposition or url1;ent business,

on notice of which tile Master shall appoint two other Brethren

to act pro tempore in their stead, the duties of these officers

shall be to introduce Visitors and see that they are properly
accommodated, and at Festivals to see that the Tables are

properly suppliE:d with refreshmellts, &c. A nd to render
the Office less dillicult to the Stewards, and more belletic:al

to the Lod~e, it is hereby ordered that uo wine, &c. be at

any time brought on table unless by the desire of the Stew-
ards.

Note.·- Notbing has a stronger tendency to briug the Fr.teruily i"to

disrepole Ih." Ihe keeping of late hoo," on • Lodge NiRI:t. il i.

therefor~ h'lped that no Member will omHld Rl!aillsl1his Law, "0

adrniJ llhl) ('l\lcu!aled In secure the Ilealth of tlH" illOivi«htal. tIle

crt'dil of the ernfl, and the pri"t'ale eoeonoUl)'. on whieh IIIl1st be

f"unded lhe domestir. bappiu ••• of all families.

XXI.

The Tyler shall also be elected on the u,u~1 Election

Night, and shall be coutinued only during his good be- Tyl.r'.duly

havionr aull the plpasure et the Lodge. His duty ~hall be

to carry out the ::;ummonses to the .I\'1embers at least" hree

Days before the Lodg"e Night. 10 guard the door and ex-
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Ahf'r:llioll

(lI llddilioll
to I;:i\\. ~

10

tprnal avenues to the L()(~ge, to set Ollt the Furniture, a IIII
"n~1'the Property b",long'ing: to the J,odg<' in a clean and

IIpaf. rll~nncr, for wlHch duty he shall be paid for snmmoning

and allcnding each Lodge

XXII.

"'h('ncvcr it shall bn found necessary to make any altera

1.lonor achlition to the Laws and Re~nlaf.jons of this Lodg-e,

.~uch proposed alterations or additiol:s ~hall be handed to

the Master in writing', who shall caUSt· tire same to be read

by the Secretary, and if it be regularly seconded, it shall be

discnssed by the Brethren present, and their sense taken

thereon by a shew 01 hands: and if a nlajority appear in its

favour, it shall be entered upon the Minutes of the Lodge

and notice of such proposed alteration or addition be given

in the summonses fur the next Lodg'e, at which it shall be

finally debated, and if al'PlOvcd by a majority, it shall be

cnten·d anel received as !l Fart of, and equady binding with,

any of these Laws lind Rf'gnlations, but nothing- shall he

bilHling until it shall have becn so lIlov('cl, discnssed, and

npproved in two successi,"c Lodges.

XXIII.

By Law, to A copy of the foregoing By-Laws shall be furnished to

h. ,i."e<l ('ach snbscribing Member immediately on his admission, forb" ;\Jclllht'rs

. which he shall pay the sum of One Shilling, and subscribe

his name to the same in a book kept for that. purpose be

10' ging to the Lodge.

SA-MVEL 1\I0SS. W. M.
JOHN RJCHARDSON, W. P. M.
'I'l-JOMAS SPINNEY, S. W.
WILLIAM IT. COX, J. W.
JOHN NEWTON, 1'.
SAMUEL C. IL\RPER, S .
.JOIlN COOKE. S. D .
.JOHN LEE, J D.

FRANCIS R. CRU~lP, I. G.
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INDEX.
-

1st. All former Laws annulled.

2. Days of Assembling
3. Fines for absent Members
4. Fines for absent Officers

6. Candidates
6. Initiation Fee

7. Brothers passed or raised
8. Admission or Memberll

9. Visiting Fee

10. Quarterly Pa}'ments
11. Members withdrawing and returning
12. Regulation for Order
13. Relief of distressed Brethren

14. Election of Master

15. Appointment of Wardens and other Officers

16. Treasurer and his Duty
17. Secretary's Duty

18. Treasurer's and Secretary's Books
19. Audit of Accounts

20. Stewards and their duty
21. Tyler's Duty.
22. Alteration or addition to Laws

23. By-Laws to be signed by Members

S. Y. Grimth, Chronicle Office, Cheltenham.
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